
Unveiling the Mystic Veil: Yeats and the Allure
of Occultism

W.B. Yeats, the enigmatic Irish poet and Nobel laureate, was a figure
shrouded in mystery and fascination. Beyond his celebrated literary genius,
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Yeats harbored a profound interest in the realm of occultism, which left an
indelible mark on his artistic vision and poetic creations.
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The Mystical Roots: Yeats and the Golden Dawn

Yeats' initial encounter with occultism occurred in 1890, when he joined the
Hermetic Free Download of the Golden Dawn, a secret society dedicated to
studying ancient wisdom, magic, and the supernatural. Within this esoteric
circle, Yeats immersed himself in practices such as Rosicrucianism,
Kabbalah, and astrology, uncovering a hidden realm of symbols, rituals,
and transcendental experiences.

The Influence on Poetry: Occultism as Muse

The occult became a potent source of inspiration for Yeats's poetry,
providing him with a rich tapestry of imagery, themes, and metaphors.
Occult symbols, such as the Celtic cross, the Tree of Life, and the serpent,
permeated his works, evoking a sense of ancient knowledge and mystical
yearning.
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Themes of reincarnation, astral projection, and spiritual transformation
frequently surfaced in Yeats's poems. In "The Second Coming," he
famously wrote:

“Turning and turning in the widening gyre The falcon cannot
hear the falconer; Things fall apart; the center cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world.”

These lines reflect the poet's belief in a cyclical history and the impending
arrival of a new spiritual age.

The Occult in Practice: Yeats and Automatic Writing

Yeats' involvement with occultism extended beyond intellectual exploration.
He engaged in practices such as automatic writing, a technique believed to
allow spirits or discarnate entities to communicate through a medium. Yeats
claimed to have received messages from his departed father and other
beings through this method.

The Vision of a Mystic: Symbolism and Myth

Occultism provided Yeats with a framework for understanding the world. He
saw the mundane as a tapestry woven with threads of the divine, and his
poetry became a vessel for expressing this mystic vision. Symbols and
myths took on profound meanings, offering gateways into other realms of
existence.

Yeats' plays, such as "The Countess Cathleen" and "The Land of Heart's
Desire," drew heavily on Celtic folklore and mythology, blending the occult



with the traditions of his Irish heritage.

The Enigma of Yeats

Throughout his life, Yeats remained a complex and enigmatic figure. His
fascination with occultism coexisted with his deep Christian faith, creating a
duality that permeated his work. This duality added an air of mystery to his
poetry, inviting readers to contemplate the hidden depths of the human
psyche and the elusive nature of truth.

W.B. Yeats's connection to occultism was an integral part of his artistic
identity. It provided him with a rich source of inspiration, a framework for
understanding the world, and a path for exploring the mystic realms of the
human spirit. His legacy as a poet and visionary continues to inspire and
fascinate readers, reminding us of the enigmatic and enduring power of the
occult.
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