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The realm of creativity is a vibrant tapestry woven with threads of

inspiration, interpretation, and transformation. Appropriation and remix have
emerged as fundamental techniques in artistic practice, inviting artists to
engage with existing works and reshape them into new expressions.
However, these practices raise complex questions regarding intellectual
property, fair use, and ethical considerations.

To provide clarity and guidance in this multifaceted landscape, we present
the Open Guidelines on Appropriation and Remix. These guidelines aim to
empower artists, educators, and enthusiasts with a comprehensive
framework for understanding and navigating the intricate terrain of
appropriation and remix in creative expression.

What is Appropriation and Remix?
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Digital Appropriation

Appropriation, n. [n the arts, the adoption, borrowing,
or theft of elements of one culture by another culture.

Taking over another culture’s style or way of expressing
itself for your own purposes.

Taking something created by another person and making
L VOur owsn.

Appropriation is the act of borrowing elements from existing works and
incorporating them into new creations. It involves taking an original work
and transforming it, recontextualizing it, or presenting it in a new light.

Remix is a related concept that involves manipulating and combining
elements from various sources to form a new work. Remixing may involve
sampling, editing, or reassembling existing materials to create a unique
composition.

Legal Considerations
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Digital Appropriation

Appropriation, n. [n the arts, the adoption, borrowing,
or theft of elements of one culture by another culture.

Taking over another culture’s style or way of expressing
itsell for vour own purposes.

Taking something created by another person and making
tvour own.

Appropriation and remix raise important legal considerations, primarily in
the realm of intellectual property law. It is crucial to understand the
boundaries of fair use and copyright protection to avoid infringement.

= Fair Use: Fair use is a legal doctrine that allows limited use of
copyrighted material without obtaining permission from the copyright
holder. It considers factors such as the nature of the work, the amount
and substantiality of the portion used, and the effect on the market
value of the original work.

= Copyright: Copyright protects original works from unauthorized use.
Infringing copyright can lead to legal consequences, including
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damages and injunctions.

Ethical Considerations

Ethic'a]&f.“."
Gonsig_,erﬁi:ions

e o

- E: s?
L] Clﬁ L

"l:?':-‘
A -;_\“‘.E Manthly Series
)

Beyond legal considerations, appropriation and remix also raise ethical
concerns. Artists must carefully consider:

= Attribution: It is essential to acknowledge the original creators when
appropriating or remixing their work. Failure to do so may lead to
accusations of plagiarism.
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= Respect: Artists should approach appropriation and remix with respect
for the original work and its creator. They should avoid altering the
original work in ways that undermine its integrity or meaning.

= Cultural Sensitivity: Appropriation and remix can be sensitive issues
when dealing with works from different cultures. Artists should be
aware of the potential cultural implications of their actions and proceed
with sensitivity.

Guidelines for Appropriation and Remix

Digital Appropriation

Appropriation, n. [n the arts, the adoption, borrowing,
or theft of elements of one culture by another culture,

Taking over another culture’s style or way of expressing
itself for your own purposes.

Taking something created by another person and making
i VOur own.

To promote responsible and ethical practices, we present the following
guidelines for appropriation and remix:
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Transformative Use: Use the original work as a starting point for
significant transformation or reinterpretation. Avoid creating works that
are merely copies or derivatives.

Proper Attribution: Always acknowledge the original creator and the
source of the appropriated material. Provide proper citations or credit.

Respect for the Original: Do not alter the original work in a way that
distorts its meaning or undermines its cultural significance.

Consider Fair Use: Determine whether your use of the original work
qualifies as fair use under applicable copyright laws.

Educational and Non-Commercial: Use appropriation and remix
primarily for educational purposes or non-commercial artistic
expression.

Cultural Sensitivity: Be mindful of the cultural context and potential
implications of using works from different cultures.
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The Open Guidelines on Appropriation and Remix are a valuable resource
for artists, educators, and enthusiasts navigating the complex terrain of
creative expression. By following these guidelines, you can engage in
appropriation and remix with confidence, fostering innovation while
respecting intellectual property rights and ethical considerations.
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Remember, the essence of appropriation and remix lies in the
transformative act of repurposing and reshaping existing materials to create
something new and meaningful. May these guidelines empower you to
explore the boundaries of creativity responsibly and ethically.
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