Elia Kazan: A Life

By Richard Schickel

Elia Kazan was one of the most acclaimed directors, producers, and
screenwriters in American history. His films won numerous Academy
Awards, including Best Picture for On the Waterfront (1954) and
Gentleman's Agreement (1947). He also directed some of the most iconic
films of the 20th century, including A Streetcar Named Desire (1951),East
of Eden (1955),and Splendor in the Grass (1961).
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Kazan's early life was marked by poverty and hardship. He was born in

Constantinople (now Istanbul), Turkey, in 1909, to Greek parents. His father
died when he was young, and his mother struggled to support the family. In
1913, the family immigrated to the United States, settling in New York City.

Kazan attended the American Academy of Dramatic Arts and began his
career as an actor in the theater. He quickly gained a reputation as a
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talented performer, and in 1932 he made his Broadway debut in Clifford
Odets' play Awake and Sing!

In the late 1930s, Kazan began directing plays for the Group Theatre. He
quickly established himself as one of the most innovative and exciting
directors in the American theater. In 1942, he made his film debut with the
documentary The City.

Over the next two decades, Kazan directed some of the most acclaimed
and successful films in American history. His films were known for their
realism, their powerful performances, and their social and political themes.

In the early 1950s, Kazan became embroiled in the Hollywood blacklist. He
was called to testify before the House Un-American Activities Committee
(HUAC),which was investigating Communist activity in the film industry.
Kazan named names of former Communist Party members, and as a
result, many of these individuals were blacklisted from working in
Hollywood.

Kazan's decision to cooperate with HUAC was controversial. Many people
accused him of betraying his friends and colleagues. However, Kazan
defended his actions, arguing that he was trying to protect the American
film industry from Communist infiltration.

The Hollywood blacklist had a profound impact on Kazan's career. He was
unable to work in Hollywood for several years, and his reputation was
damaged. However, he eventually returned to flmmaking and continued to
direct some of the most acclaimed films of his career.



Kazan died in 2003 at the age of 94. He left behind a legacy of some of the
most iconic and influential films in American history.
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