Bringing Down President Nixon: The
Watergate Scandal

The Watergate scandal was a major political scandal that occurred in the
United States during the 1970s. It led to the resignation of President
Richard Nixon and several other high-ranking government officials. The
scandal began with the break-in of the Democratic National Committee
headquarters at the Watergate Hotel in Washington, D.C. on June 17,
1972. The burglars were connected to the Committee to Re-Elect the
President (CRP),Nixon's re-election campaign. The break-in was intended
to steal documents and bug the DNC's phones. However, the burglars were
caught and arrested.
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The subsequent investigation revealed that the break-in was part of a
larger conspiracy to spy on the DNC and other political opponents of Nixon.
The scandal also revealed that Nixon had been involved in a cover-up of
the break-in. This book tells the full story of the Watergate scandal, from
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the initial break-in to Nixon's resignation. It is a fascinating account of one
of the most important political scandals in American history.

The Break-In

On June 17, 1972, five burglars broke into the Democratic National
Committee headquarters at the Watergate Hotel in Washington, D.C. The
burglars were connected to the Committee to Re-Elect the President
(CRP),Nixon's re-election campaign. The break-in was intended to steal
documents and bug the DNC's phones. However, the burglars were caught
and arrested.

The burglars were identified as James McCord, Bernard Barker, Eugenio
Martinez, Virgilio Gonzalez, and Frank Sturgis. All five men were former
CIA agents or military personnel. They were armed with sophisticated &3t

22 M.

The burglars were able to break into the DNC headquarters through a
window that had been left unlocked. They stole documents and planted
bugs in the DNC's phones. However, they were caught when a security
guard noticed them leaving the building.

The Investigation

The break-in at the Watergate Hotel was initially dismissed as a minor
crime. However, the Washington Post began to investigate the break-in and
soon uncovered a larger conspiracy. The Post reported that the burglars
were connected to the CRP and that they had been involved in other illegal
activities.



The Senate also began to investigate the break-in. The Senate Watergate
Committee was chaired by Senator Sam Ervin. The committee's hearings
were televised live and they quickly became a national sensation.

The hearings revealed that Nixon had been involved in a cover-up of the
break-in. Nixon had Free Downloaded his staff to obstruct the investigation
and he had tried to cover up his own involvement.

The Resignation

On August 9, 1974, Nixon resigned from office. He was facing
impeachment by the House of Representatives and he knew that he would
be convicted by the Senate. Nixon's resignation was a major turning point
in American history. It was the first time that a president had ever resigned
from office.

Nixon's resignation was a victory for the rule of law. It showed that no one
is above the law, not even the president of the United States.

The Legacy of Watergate

The Watergate scandal had a profound impact on American politics. It led
to a loss of confidence in the government and it made the public more
cynical about politics. The scandal also led to a number of reforms,
including the creation of the independent counsel and the passage of the
Ethics in Government Act.

The Watergate scandal is a reminder of the importance of the rule of law. It
is also a reminder of the dangers of unchecked power.
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